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Quarterly Bulletin on Employment and Unemployment Indicators

1. Introduction

1.1 Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) of NSO

1.1.1 Considering the importance of availability of labour force data at more frequent time
intervals, National Statistical Office (NSO1) launched Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) on April 2017. The first Annual Report2 (July 2017- June 2018) covering both
rural and urban areas giving estimates of all important parameters of employment and
unemployment in both usual status (ps+ss) and current weekly status (CWS) was released
on May 2019.

To measure the dynamics in labour force participation and employment status in the short
time interval of three months, for the urban areas only, a Quarterly Bulletin is brought out
giving estimates of labour force indicators, viz., Worker population ratio (WPR), Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR), Unemployment Rate (UR), distribution of workers by
broad status in employment and industry of work in the Current Weekly Status (CWS).

The first Quarterly Bulletin for the Quarter ending December 2018 and the second
Quarterly Bulletin for the Quarter ending March 2019 were brought out in May, 2019 and
November 2019 respectively. This Bulletin for the Quarter ending June 2019 is the third in
the series.

1.2 Indicators presented in this Bulletin

1.2.1 In this Bulletin indicators of employment and unemployment in current weekly
status (CWS) are presented for the urban areas separately for the periods April – June
2018, July – September 2018, October – December 2018, January – March 2019 and April
– June 2019.

1 It may be noted that National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) is now an integrated single entity National
Statistical Office (NSO).
2 The ‘Concepts and Definitions’, ‘Sample Design and Estimation Procedure’ and Schedule on PLFS
(Schedule 10.4) (first visit and revisit) may be perused as Chapter Two, Appendix B and Appendix C,
respectively in the Annual Report, PLFS: 2017-18, which is accessible at www.mospi.gov.in.
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2. Key findings

2.1 Labour Force Participation Rates (LFPR) in current weekly status

2.1.1 Labour force refers to the part of the population which supplies or offers to supply
labour for pursuing economic activities for the production of goods and services and,
therefore, includes both ‘employed’ and ‘unemployed’ persons. Labour-force participation
rate (LFPR) is defined as the percentage of population in the labour-force. Labour-force
according to current weekly status (CWS) is the number of persons either employed or
unemployed on an average in a week of 7 days preceding the date of survey. In
Statement 1, LFPR in CWS are presented.

Statement 1: Labour force participation rate ( in per cent) in CWS in
urban areas

all-India
survey period male$ female person$

(1) (2) (3) (4)
age: 15-29 years

April- June 2018 57.5 16.4 37.3

July – September 2018 58.1 16.9 38.0

October – December 2018 58.3 16.7 38.2

January – March 2019 57.9 16.0 37.7

April – June 2019 58.4 16.3 38.2
age: 15 years and above

April- June 2018 73.6 18.8 46.2

July – September 2018 73.5 19.6 46.7

October – December 2018 73.6 19.5 46.8

January – March 2019 73.4 19.1 46.5

April – June 2019 73.3 19.0 46.5
age: all ages

April- June 2018 56.0 14.6 35.6

July – September 2018 56.3 15.3 36.1

October – December 2018 56.4 15.4 36.3

January – March 2019 56.2 15.0 36.0

April – June 2019 56.3 15.0 36.2

$: includes Transgender
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2.2 Worker Population Ratio (WPR) in current weekly status

2.2.1 Worker Population Ratio (WPR) is defined as the percentage of workers in the
population. The workforce measured in CWS gives the average picture of the workforce in
a short period of one week during the survey period. The estimate of workforce in the
CWS provides the number of persons worked for at least 1 hour on any day during the 7
days preceding the date of survey. In Statement 2, WPR in current weekly status are
presented.

Statement 2: Worker Population Ratio ( in per cent) in CWS in
urban areas

all-India
survey period male$ female person$

(1) (2) (3) (4)
age: 15-29 years

April- June 2018 45.4 11.6 28.8

July – September 2018 45.9 11.7 29.3

October - December 2018 45.4 11.8 29.1

January – March 2019 45.8 11.4 29.2

April – June 2019 46.6 11.8 29.9
age: 15 years and above

April- June 2018 67.0 16.4 41.8

July – September 2018 67.0 17.1 42.2

October - December 2018 66.9 17.2 42.2

January – March 2019 67.0 16.9 42.2

April – June 2019 67.3 16.9 42.4
age: all ages

April- June 2018 51.0 12.8 32.1

July – September 2018 51.2 13.4 32.6

October - December 2018 51.2 13.5 32.7

January – March 2019 51.3 13.3 32.7

April – June 2019 51.6 13.3 32.9

$: includes Transgender
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2.3 Distribution of workers in current weekly status by broad status in employment

2.3.1 The workers in current weekly status are classified into three broad categories
according to their status in employment. These broad categories are: (i) self-employed, (ii)
regular wage/salaried employee and (iii) casual labour. Within the category of self-
employed two sub-categories have been made as follows: (i) own account worker and
employer combined together and (ii) unpaid helper in household enterprises. In Statement
3, distribution of the workers of age 15 years and above in CWS by status in employment
are presented.

Statement 3: Percentage distribution of persons (of age 15 years and above) working according to
CWS by broad status in employment in urban areas

all-India

survey period status in employment
own

account
worker,

employer

unpaid
helper in

household
enterprise

self
employed#

regular
wage/

salaried
employees

casual
labour

all
(col.7=
col.4+
col.5+
col.6)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
male$

April- June 2018 34.6 4.2 40.0 46.4 13.6 100.0

July – September 2018 34.3 4.1 39.4 47.4 13.2 100.0

October - December 2018 34.3 4.0 39.1 47.4 13.5 100.0

January – March 2019 34.4 3.9 38.9 47.9 13.2 100.0

April – June 2019 34.0 3.9 38.7 48.0 13.3 100.0
female

April- June 2018 23.3 9.9 34.5 56.1 9.4 100.0

July – September 2018 22.7 9.6 33.4 56.1 10.6 100.0

October - December 2018 22.4 9.5 33.1 57.9 9.1 100.0

January – March 2019 22.7 9.2 32.8 58.2 9.1 100.0

April – June 2019 23.8 8.9 33.3 58.3 8.4 100
person$

April- June 2018 32.4 5.3 38.9 48.3 12.8 100.0

July – September 2018 32.0 5.2 38.2 49.1 12.7 100.0

October - December 2018 31.9 5.1 37.9 49.5 12.6 100.0

January – March 2019 32.0 5.0 37.7 50.0 12.4 100.0

April – June 2019 32.0 4.9 37.7 50.0 12.3 100.0
Note: # In column 4, self-employed workers who had work in household enterprise but did not work due to sickness or
other reasons are also included. These self-employed workers are not included in columns 2 and 3.
$: includes Transgender
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2.4 Distribution of workers in current weekly status by broad industry of work

2.4.1 Three broad industries of work which have been considered here are agriculture
sector (NIC-2008 codes 01-03), secondary sector (NIC-2008 codes 05-43), tertiary sector
(NIC-2008 codes 45-99). Distribution of workers of age 15 years and above in CWS, in
these three broad industries of work are in Statement 4.

Statement 4: Percentage distribution of workers (of age 15 years and above) in CWS
by broad industry of work in urban areas

all-India

survey period agriculture
sector

(NIC-2008
codes 01-03)

secondary
sector

(NIC-2008
codes 05-43)

tertiary
sector

(NIC-2008
codes 45-99)

all

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
male$

April- June 2018 5.1 35.6 59.4 100.0

July – September 2018 5.2 35.3 59.5 100.0

October - December 2018 5.0 35.9 59.2 100.0

January – March 2019 4.9 35.1 60.0 100.0

April – June 2019 4.6 34.6 60.8 100.0
female

April- June 2018 6.7 29.1 64.2 100.0

July – September 2018 8.1 27.9 64.0 100.0

October - December 2018 7.5 27.9 64.7 100.0

January – March 2019 6.9 28.1 65.0 100.0

April – June 2019 6.1 27.3 66.6 100.0
person$

April- June 2018 5.4 34.3 60.3 100.0

July – September 2018 5.8 33.8 60.4 100.0

October - December 2018 5.5 34.3 60.2 100.0

January – March 2019 5.3 33.7 61.0 100.0

April – June 2019 4.9 33.2 62.0 100.0

$: includes Transgender
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2.5 Unemployment Rate (UR) in current weekly status

2.5.1 Unemployment rate (UR) is defined as the percentage of unemployed persons in the
labour force. This rate indicates the residual of labour force. The estimates of unemployed in
CWS gives an average picture of unemployment in a short period of 7 days during the
survey period. According to the current weekly status (CWS) approach, a person was
considered as unemployed in a week if he/she did not work even for 1 hour during the
week but sought or was available for work at least for 1 hour during the week. In
Statement 5, UR in CWS for the periods are presented.

Statement 5: Unemployment Rate ( in per cent) in current weekly status in urban
areas

all-India
survey period male$ female person$

(1) (2) (3) (4)
age: 15-29 years

April- June 2018 21.1 29.3 22.9

July – September 2018 21.1 30.5 23.1

October - December 2018 22.1 29.7 23.7

January – March 2019 20.9 29.0 22.5

April – June 2019 20.1 27.4 21.6
age: 15 years and above

April- June 2018 8.9 12.7 9.7

July – September 2018 8.9 12.6 9.6

October - December 2018 9.0 12.1 9.7

January – March 2019 8.6 11.6 9.2

April – June 2019 8.2 11.3 8.8
age: all ages

April- June 2018 9.0 12.8 9.8

July – September 2018 8.9 12.7 9.7

October - December 2018 9.2 12.3 9.9

January – March 2019 8.7 11.6 9.3

April – June 2019 8.3 11.3 8.9

$: includes Transgender
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3. Sample Size

3.1 Sample Size in urban areas in each of the survey period April- June 2018, July-
September 2018, October – December 2018, January – March 2019 and April – June
2019: In urban areas, a rotational panel sampling design was used and in this rotational
panel scheme each selected household in urban areas is visited four times – one with first
visit schedule and other three with revisit schedule. In the Table below, the sample size in
terms of FSUs (UFS blocks), households and persons in urban areas is given, separately
for each of the survey period April – June 2018, July – September 2018, October –
December 2018, January – March 2019 and April –June 2019. It may be noted that in each
of these periods, besides the first visit sample (25 per cent of total sample size), samples in
respect to three revisits (75 per cent of total sample size) were also surveyed.

Sample size in urban areas in each of the Survey period April- June
2018, July- September 2018, October – December 2018, January –
March 2019 and April- June, 2019

all-India

survey period
FSU (UFS

blocks#)
household person

April- June 2018 5,739 44,697 1,80,808
July- September 2018 5,745 44,887 1,79,193
October- December 2018 5,743 44,963 1,77,966
January- March 2019 5,740 45,024 1,77,660
April – June 2019 5,723 45,288 1,79,422
#: Urban Frame Survey (UFS) blocks

3.2 Considering low sample sizes for giving estimates at different disaggregation levels,
the tables are presented in respect of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir (including Ladakh UT),
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Delhi.
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Vol. I
118 510 Vol. II Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption, 2004-05

Vol. II
119 511 Energy Sources of Indian Households for Cooking and Lighting, 2004-05
120 512 Perceived Adequacy of Food Consumption in Indian Households 2004-2005
121 513 Nutritional intake in India, 2004-2005
122 514 Household Consumer Expenditure among Socio-Economic Groups: 2004 – 2005

Employment & Unemployment,
NSS 61st Round  (July 2004 – June 2005)

123 515 (Part-I) Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2004-05 (Part-I)
124 515 (Part-II) Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2004-05 (Part-II)
125 516 Employment and Unemployment Situation Among Social Groups in India, 2004-05
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(1) (2) (3)
126 517 Status of Education and Vocational Training in India 2004-2005
127 518 Participation of Women in Specified Activities along with Domestic Duties
128 519

(Part-I)
Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India, 2004-05(Part-I)

129 519
(Part-II)

Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India, 2004-05(Part-II)

130 520 Employment and Unemployment Situation in Cities and Towns in India, 2004-2005
131 521 Employment and Unemployment Situation among Major Religious Groups in India,

2004-05
Employment & Unemployment,

NSS 62nd Round  (July 2005 – June 2006)
132 522 Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2005-06

Consumer Expenditure,
NSS 62nd Round  (July 2005 – June 2006)

133 523 Household Consumer Expenditure in India, 2005-06
Unorganised Manufacturing Enterprises,
NSS 62nd Round  (July 2005 – June 2006)

134 524 Operational Characteristics of Unorganised Manufacturing Enterprises in India,
2005-06

135 525 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India, 2005-06 – Employment, Assets and
Borrowings

136 526 Unorganised Manufacturing Sector in India, 2005-06 – Input, Output and Value
Added

Consumer Expenditure, NSS 63rd Round
(July 2006 – June 2007)

137 527 Household Consumer Expenditure in India, 2006 – 07
Service Sector Enterprises, NSS 63rd Round

(July 2006 – June 2007)
138 528 Service Sector in India (2006-07): Operational Characteristics of Enterprises
139 529 Service Sector in India(2006-07): Economic Characteristics of Enterprises

Consumer Expenditure, NSS 64th Round
(July 2007 – June 2008)

140 530 Household Consumer Expenditure in India, 2007-08
Employment & Unemployment and Migration Particulars, NSS 64th Round

(July 2007 – June 2008)
141 531 Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2007-08
142 533 Migration in India, 2007-2008

Participation & Expenditure on Education
NSS 64th Round  (July 2007 – June 2008)

143 532 Education in India : 2007-08 Participation and Expenditure
Particulars of Slum

NSS 65th Round  (July 2008 – June 2009)
144 534 Some Characteristics of Urban Slums, 2008-09

Housing Condition
NSS 65th Round  (July 2008 – June 2009)

145 535 Housing Condition and Amenities in India 2008- 2009
Domestic Tourism

NSS 65th Round  (July 2008 – June 2009)
146 536 Domestic Tourismin India, 2008-09

Employment & Unemployment
NSS 66th Round  (July 2009 – June 2010)

147 KI (66/10) Key Indicators of Employment and Unemployment in India, 2009-10
148 537 Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2009-10
149 539 Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India
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(1) (2) (3)
150 543 Employment and Unemployment situation among Social Groups in India
151 548 Home-based Workers in India
152 550 Participation of Women in Specified Activities along with Domestic Duties, 2009-

10

153 551 Status of Education and Vocational Training in India
154 552 Employment and Unemployment situation among Major Religious Groups in India
155 553 Employment and Unemployment situation in cities and towns in India

Consumer Expenditure
NSS 66th Round  (July 2009 – June 2010)

156 KI (66/1.0) Key Indicators of Household Consumer Expenditure in India, 2009-10
157 538 Level and Pattern ofConsumer Expenditure
158 540 Nutritional Intake in India
159 541 Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India
160 542 Energy Sources of Indian Households for Cooking and Lighting
161 544 Household Consumer Expenditure across Socio-Economic Groups
162 545 Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption
163 547 Perceived Adequacy of Food Consumption in Indian Households

Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises  (Excluding Construction)
NSS 67thRound  (July 2010 – June 2011)

164 KI (67/2.34) Key Results of Survey on Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises  (Excluding
Construction)in India

165 546 Operational Characteristics of Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises
(Excluding Construction)in India

166 549 Economic Characteristics of Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises
(Excluding Construction) in India

Household Consumer Expenditure
NSS 68thRound  (July 2011– June 2012)

167 KI (68/1.0) Key Indicator of Household Consumer Expenditure in India.
168 555 Level and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure, 2011-12
169 558 Household Consumption of Various Goods and Services in India, 2011-12
170 560 Nutritional Intake in India, 2011-12
171 562 Household Consumer Expenditure across Socio-Economic Groups, 2011-12
172 565 Public Distribution System and Other Sources of Household Consumption, 2011-12
173 567 Energy Sources of Indian Households for Cooking & Lighting, 2011-12

Employment & Unemployment
NSS 68thRound  (July 2011– June 2012)

174 KI (68/10) Key Indicator of Employment and Unemployment in India, 2011-12
175 554 Employment & Unemployment Situation in India, 2011-12

176 557 Informal Sector and Conditions of Employment in India
177 559 Participation of Women in Specified Activities along with Domestic Duties
178 563 Employment and Unemployment situation among Social Groups in India
179 564 Employment and Unemployment situation inCities & Towns in India
180 566 Status of Education and Vocational Training in India
181 568 Employment and Unemployment Situation among Major Religious Groups in India

Drinking Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing Condition
NSS 69thRound  (July 2012–December 2012

182 KI (69/1.2) Key Results of Survey on Drinking Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing
Condition in India

183 556 Drinking Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing Condition in India
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Particular of Slums

NSS 69thRound  (July 2012–December 2012)
184 KI (69/0.21) Key Indicators on Urban Slums in India
185 561 Urban Slums in India, 2012

Land & Livestock Holdings
NSS 70th Round ( January 2013-December 2013)

186 KI (70/18.1) Key Indicators of Land and Livestock Holdings in India
187 571 Household Ownership and Operational Holdings in India
188 572 Livestock Ownership in India

All India Debt & Investment
NSS 70thRound  (January 2013-December 2013)

189 KI (70/18.2) Key Indicators of Debt and Investment in India
190 570 Household Assets and Liabilities
191 577 Household Indebtedness in India
192 578 Household Assets and Indebtedness among Social Groups
193 579 Household Capital Expenditure in India

Situation Assessment of Agricultural Households
NSS 70thRound  (January 2013-December 2013)

194 KI (70/33) Key Indicators of Situation of Agricultural Households in India
195 569 Some Characteristics of Agricultural Households in India
196 573 Some Aspects of Farming in India
197 576 Income, Expenditure, Productive Assets and Indebtedness of Agricultural

Households in India
Social Consumption: Health

NSS 71st Round (January 2014-June 2014)
198 KI (71/25.0) Key Indicators of Social Consumption: Health
199 574 Health in India

Social Consumption: Education
NSS 71st Round (January 2014-June 2014)

200 KI (71/25.2) Key Indicators of Social Consumption: Education in India
201 575 Education in India, 2014

Domestic Tourism Expenditure
NSS 72nd Round (July 2014 – June 2015)

202 KI (72/21.1) Key Indicators of Domestic Tourism in India
203 580 Domestic Tourism in India

Household Expenditure on Services and Durable Goods
NSS 72nd Round (July 2014 – June 2015)

204 KI (72/1.5) Key Indicators of Household Expenditure on Services and Durable Goods
Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises  (Excluding Construction)

NSS 73rd Round (July 2015 – June 2016)
205 KI(73/2.34) Key Indicators of Unincorporated Non-Agricultural Enterprises (excluding

Construction) in India
206 581 Operational Characteristics of Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises

(Excluding Construction) in India
207 582 Economic Characteristics of Unincorporated Non-agricultural Enterprises

(Excluding Construction) in India
Services Sector Enterprises

NSS 74th Round  (July 2016 – June 2017)
208 TR(74/2.35) Technical Report on Services Sector Enterprises in India
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Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)

209 - Annual Report, Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2017 - 18
210 - Quarterly Bulletin,  Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), (October - December

2018)
211 Quarterly Bulletin, Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS): January-March 2019

Household Social Consumption: Education
NSS 75th Round (July 2017- June 2018)

212 KI(75/25.2) Key Indicators of Household Social Consumption on Education in India
Household Social Consumption: Health
NSS 75th Round (July 2017- June 2018)

213 KI(75/25.0) Key Indicators of Social Consumption in India: Health
Drinking Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing Condition

NSS 76th round (July 2018 – December 2018)
214 584 Drinking Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Housing Condition in India

Persons with Disabilities
NSS 76th round (July 2018 – December 2018)

215 583 Persons with Disabilities in India
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